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firm, as their Moose skins of which they make their
shoes. Also they have to wait until these hides have
been used as robes, and until they are well oiled,
otherwise their shoes would shrink at the first ap-
proach to the fire, which they do anyhow, well oiled
as they are, if they are brought too near the heat.
Besides, they absorb water like a sponge, so that the
Savages cannot use them in this Element, but they
are very serviceable against snow and cold. It is the
women who are the seamstresses and shoemakers; it
costs them nothing to learn this trade, and much less
to procure [173] diplomas as master workmen; a
child that could sew a little could make the shoes at
the first attempt, so ingeniously are they contrived.

They make them large and capacious, especially in
the Winter. In order to furnish them against the
cold, they generally use a Rabbit skin, or a piece of
an old blanket folded two or three times; with this
they put some Moose hair; and then, having wrapped
their feet in these rags, they put on their shoes, oc-
casionally wearing two pairs, the one over the other.
They tie them over the instep with a little string
which is wound about the corners of the Shoe. Dur-
ing the snows we all, French and Savages, have
made use of this kind of foot gear, in order to walk
upon our Snowshoes; when the Winter had passed,
we resumed our French shoes, and the Savages went
barefooted.

This is not all that can be said about their clothes
and ornaments, but it is all that I have seen and that
I recall to mind just now; I forgot to say that those
who can have or buy our French shirts wear them in
the new fashion; for, instead [174] of wearing them



